
Hepworth at the finals of 
the National Brass Band 

Championships of  
Great Britain 

 

The band is proud to have 
represented Yorkshire at the 
finals of this year’s National 
Brass Band Championships of 
Great Britain at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London. 
 

 
 
Two coaches of players, 
supporters, friends and family 
set off for the capital on the 
Friday and enjoyed a rewarding 
weekend that saw the band 
finish 9th out of 20 bands with a 
performance described by the 
adjudicators as ‘a very 
controlled, intelligent and 
musically detailed performance’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was just reward for the band 
and Musical Director Mike 
Fowles hard work and whilst a 
top 6 finish would have been 
the icing on the cake,  
 

it was a great feeling to hear the 
audience applauding before we hit 
the last note! 
 

 
 
We would like to thank all those 
who helped the band to compete at 
the finals, it was great fund raising 
effort with concerts, cake stalls, a 
race night, summer proms, Bavarian 
umpah night and harvest auction 
together with support from our 
subscribers and from local 
businesses. 
 

The result sees the band move up 
to 15th in the ‘World of Brass’ world 
rankings, 10th in the rankings of 
English Bands and we can now look 
forward to the Yorkshire Regional 
Championships at St George’s Hall, 
Bradford in March and the 
opportunity to do it all again! 
 

GRANT AWARDS 
 

The band has been successful in 
securing grant assistance from the 
‘One Community Foundation 
Longley Farm Fund’ and from the 
Kirklees ‘Arts in the Neighbourhood’ 
programme to help with the cost of 
staging and promoting next year’s 
series of themed concerts. We 
would like to thank the One 
Community Foundation, Longley 
Farm and Kirklees Council for their 
generous support. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mike Fowles in full flow! 
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WHAT’S ON 
 

Hepworth Band  
in Concert 

Mart Theatre, Skipton 
Saturday 26th 

November 
7.30pm. 

 
Leeds ‘Best of Brass’ 

Concert Series 
Yeadon Town Hall 

Saturday 10th 
December 
7.30pm. 

 

Lessons & Carols 
Hepworth Church 

Sunday 18th December 
4.30pm. 

 
Christmas Concert 

Christ Church New Mill 
Sunday 18th December 

7.30pm. 
 

(tickets £6 available from 

William Sykes & Sons 

Estate Agents, New Mill 
Co-op & the White Horse 

Inn, Jackson Bridge) 

 

Christmas Eve 
Carols in Hepworth 

Village 
6.30pm 

 

Christmas Day Morning 
Carols around 

Hepworth Village 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ‘Hymns of Praise’ 
St Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield 

Sunday 2nd October  
        

The latest concert in the bands 2011 
series, supported by the ‘One 
Community Foundation Longley 
Farm Fund’, featured a programme 
of favourite hymns and sacred music 
from eminent composers such as 
Eric Ball, Peter Graham, James 
Curnow, Phillip Wilby, Goff Richards 
and Paul Lovatt Cooper. 
  
Goff Richards ‘Hymns of Praise’ 
opened the concert followed by ‘The 
Kingdom Triumphant’ by Eric Ball, 
emotive music this and the band 
captured the style and the meaning 
of the music with some nice round 
warm ensemble playing. 
  
Principal cornet, Alan Hobbins 
played ‘Swedish Hymn’ arr 
Graham which was followed by the 
band playing another Graham 
arrangement of the New Zealand 
Maori Hymn ‘Hine E Hine’ a most 
beautiful melody with some fine 
Flugel horn playing by David Moore. 
  
John Childs arrangement of ‘Praise 
my Soul’ led us to a piece by the 
American Composer James Curnow 
‘The Depths of His Love’ superbly 
played by Hannah Drage on solo 
horn. The first half concluded with 
Peter Graham’s ‘Shine As the Light’. 
              
Leigh Bakers Saints Fantasy opened 
the second half with Alan Fernie’s ‘I 
Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to 
Be Free’ continuing the concert. Paul 
Shafi on soprano cornet then gave 
us Wilby’s moving arrangement of 
‘The Lord’s Prayer’. Music from Eric 
Ball followed in what must be one of 
the greatest pieces composed for 
brass in his tone poem ‘Resurgam’. 
This music really gets to the soul and 
tells the tale of life, adversity, and 
hope. The band and conductor gave 
the music every respect it deserved. 
  
Leigh Baker’s arrangement of ‘All 
Things Bright and Beautiful’ played 
by Sean Conway on Euphonium was 
followed by the same composers 

arrangement of Deep Harmony before the 
finale, Paul Lovatt Cooper’s ‘Vitae 
Aeternum’.  
 
The peaceful ‘Irish Blessing’ rounded of what 
had been a most enjoyable concert. The 
prolonged applause at the end was certainly 
deserved. 
 
David Tinker 
 
 

QUEEN ELIZABETH GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL, WAKEFIELD 

2012 SERIES OF CONCERTS  
WITH HEPWORTH BAND 

 

The band will be performing a new 
series of concerts in partnership with 
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School 
(QEGS), Wakefield featuring the band 
with guest soloists and performers. 
 

The opening concert, Ψ! bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΩ takes place on Saturday 17th 
March, 7.30pm and will see the band 
take to the stage with choirs and 
soloists from QEGS for a programme of 
popular light classics including Zadok 
the Priest, the Hallelujah Chorus, Speed 
your Journey, Danse Macabre 
Variations,  and Finlandia. 
 
The bands programme will include 
Saltarello from Mendelssohn’s Italian 
Symphony and Czardas (Strauss) 
together with contributions from the 
bands soloists. 
 
Tickets will be on sale in the new-year 
from William Sykes & Sons Estate 
Agents, Holmfirth. 
 

 
 

Why not follow the band on 
Facebook! 

 
www.facebook.com/hepworthband 

 
 
 
 

2012 CONCERT SERIES 
 

Ψ.ȅ wŜǉǳŜǎǘΩ 
Sunday 5th February,  

St Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield, 
 7pm. 

 

The bands 2012 concert series gets 
underway at St Paul’s Hall, 
Huddersfield on Sunday 5th 
February, at 7pm with ‘By Request’ 
and a programme of music 
requested by the audience. 
 
The concert provides an 
opportunity for concertgoers to 
request the music to be played by 
the band.  

 
You can email your requests to 
secretary@hepworthband.com. 

 
Ψvǳŀƭƛǘȅ Cƻƭƪ ϧ  
/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ .ǊŀǎǎΩ 

Sat 21st April,  
the Picturedrome, Holmfirth,  

7.30pm. 
The Spring concert will see the 
band back at the Picturedrome for 
an evening of brass and folk with 
Northumberland folk duo ‘We Steal 
Flyers’, back in Holmfirth as part of 
their 2012 Yorkshire tour. 
 

Ψ{ǳƳƳŜǊ tǊƻƳǎΩ  
Sat 14th July, Hepworth,  

7.30pm 
 

An opportunity to bring along your 
picnic and deck chair to enjoy an 
evening Summer Proms concert 
with music by the band, including a 
‘Last Night of the Proms’ finale. 

 
Ψ/ŜƭǘƛŎ .ǊŀǎǎΩ 

Sun 2nd October,  
St Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield,  

7pm 
 

Music from the Celtic nations of 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales, from 
traditional airs and ballads to jigs, 
reels and dances.  

http://www.facebook.com/hepworthband
mailto:secretary@hepworthband.com

